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Overview

The sharp rise in sectarian attacks, abductions and killings that followed the bombing of the holy Shi‘a shrine in Samarra’s Golden Mosque in Samarra
 in February 2006 has presented Iraq with a new problem. Driving the violence and displacement are Sunni and Shi’a extremist groups. Violence, threats, and intimidation of extremist groups are driving hundreds of thousands Sunni, Shi’a and other ethnic groups from their homes top seek refuge in other parts of Iraq.  Many families are coming to the north Kurdistan region and are becoming homeless.

Currently, there are 1,700,000 Iraqis displaced internally by end of 2007, escalating numbers are increasing daily fleeing sectarian, ethnic and general violence.  It is estimated by UNHCR, NGOS and local authorities that internal displacement is increasing at a rate of 40,000 to 50,000 a month.  Insecurity inside Iraq limits access to many vulnerable displaced groups, but qualitative and quantitative data from a wide range of government agencies, research institutes, NGOs and UNCT agencies and IOM point to a deteriorating situation throughout the country, with the possible exception of the three northern governorates. As revealed through needs assessments by UNHCR and other Cluster F agencies, IDPs’ priority assistance needs are food and non-food items, shelter and access to water and sanitation. Protection of displaced persons is an immediate and growing concern, not least because of delays in the transfer of food ration cards, inability to provide various documents and establish new registration procedures in receiving governorates, which in turn limits access to basic services. Large numbers of Iraqi refugees are poor and live in low-income areas.  There are approximately 253,000 IDPs
 in the three KRG governorates of Duhok, Erbil and Sulaimanya. 

There are reports of women and young girls forced to resort to prostitution or survival sex and children forced into labour or other forms of exploitation in order to survive.

The establishment throughout Iraq of a network of 14 independent Legal Aid and Information Centers (LAICs or the LAIC network) aims at a durable solution.  This solution ensures the protection and provide assistance to various persons of concern to UNHCR by facilitating the return (or relocation) of IDPs and refugees and reintegration of returnees through the provision of information, legal advice and legal representation in select cases. The LAIC in Kirkuk, managed by Kurdish Human Rights Watch (KHRW) since beginning of 2006 is one of fourteen independent LAICs currently operating in Iraq under UNHCR supervision. KHRW continues to operate and manage the LAIC in Kirkuk in 2007, including expanded mobile teams to reach persons of concern throughout Kirkuk Governorate and Mosul.  The Kirkuk LAIC provides both legal and other support services that have significantly improved the lives of displaced families including most importantly assisting with the resolution of property disputes. Other services include obtaining documentation and accessing public services, including education and health, and other serious security concerns. 
Overview

KHRW’s overarching strategic approach is to urgently meet the immediate needs of refugees, returnees, and internally displaced inside Iraq.  It is imperative to ensure the immediate survival needs of the existing target populations (IDPs, refugees and returnees) both from the protection and material assistance point of view, while vigorously pursuing for more flexibly durable solutions inside Iraq based on the combination of challenges and opportunities currently facing different groups within the country.  Direct services are developed in line with the evolving needs of the target populations and fall within the LAIC’s strategic objectives that are the following:  

KHRW Objectives and Recommendations in Providing Assistance to IDPs in Iraq

· Provide the IDPS, returnees, refugees assisted under this project with satisfactory outcomes as indicated by the client’s assessment. The LAIC assessment and other contributing organizations and individuals.

· Provide returnees or potential returnees: quality and practical legal advice and information at no charge, access to legal institutions in Iraq to assist them in making informed decisions and legal representation (in selected cases, agreed in advance with UNHCR), on issues linked to various return situations, in particular on land and property claims.  

· Provide relevant social services and support services such as school registration for the children, youth, women and children.  Salaries of civil servants, employment related services.

· Arrange access to necessary legal documents, such as birth certificates, “haweya al ahwal al madanya” Jensya al Iraqya, including diplomas that were confiscated, pensions, etc. as well as support on how to have their documents renewed, their positions reinstated, jobs returned, children reinstated in schools, etc.

· Strengthen the role of the CRRPD, and provide effective guidance with the assistance of lawyers in who assist with filing claims for properties, and disputes, and provide court representation and necessary follow-up actions.

· Coordinate with the local authorities in Kirkuk including (MODM), CRRPD, Members of City Councils, high committees of the IDPs, UNHCR representative in each governorate, UNAMI, local NGOs media & local channel.

· Conduct cultural and social integration activities on a monthly basis with schools and other institutions to advance reconciliation among the target service population belonging to the different ethnic groups including refugees and IDPs.

· Provide project systemic and program information regarding client’s services, access to the Centre and legal services regarding their current property situation as well as feedback to UNHCR on flow of information and ongoing functions of the legal processes.

·  Provide quality services and quality client outcomes as documented by case results concentrating on legal aid, quality detailed case management, obtaining jobs, and other life sustaining assistance as well as assisting in building the capacity of the legal network in Iraq and raising awareness of rights and issues of persons of concern to UNHCR.
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