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In Syria there are approximately 45,000 registered asylum-seekers.  The Syrian government has adopted stricter implementation of regulations governing the stay of Iraqis. People from Iraq get a 15-day permit on arrival after which they must apply to immigration authorities for a three-month permit that can be renewed once. Before the expiration of their residence permits, Iraqis have to leave the country for one month before they can enter the country again. Various categories of people, including students and businessmen, are exempt.  In former times, many Iraqis drove to the border and had their passports stamped with an exit visa and then re-entered Syria on the same day.  Concern about the regulations is widespread as many Iraqis fear deportation. 

Although Syria is maintaining its “open door policy,” it has begun imposing restrictions on Iraqi refugees, such as charges for healthcare that used to be free.  In addition, only those renting houses in Syria can apply for residency permit – ruling out the majority of Iraqis, who crowd into relatives' apartments.

Syria is not a signatory to the 1951 Refugee Convention, refugees in Syria do not enjoy the right to work, and albeit some refugees indeed manage to attend informal employment, this legal constraint is a serious obstacle in UNHCR’s search for implementing sustainable self-reliance activities that would relieve them from dependency on the office’s assistance. Although Palestinian refugees do have the right to work, it is assumed that the lack of providing the legal right to work to other refugees will continue to be a constraint.

In February, 2007– UN High Commissioner for Refugees António Guterres
 urged much more international support for Jordan, Syria and other nations that have made a "huge sacrifice" in accepting hundreds of thousands of Iraqis displaced by the violence in their homeland.

On the third-leg of a weeklong regional mission to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan and Syria, Guterres told journalists that displacement in Iraq had resulted in the biggest population movement in the Middle East since the Palestinians left Israel in 1948.

"Jordan has been a very generous host country for Iraqis," Guterres said, noting that about 750,000 were living in the nation of 5.8 million people. "They came in different moments and different circumstances, but many of them are in need of protection and assistance."

They are a few refugee camps, and those that do exist are very small and are there for particular minorities. For instance, the Palestinians who come from Iraq are stuck in camps in between borders -- in between the Syrian and Iraqi borders. For most of the Iraqi refugees, the very vast majority, the millions of them are basically urban poor. They come, they settle in urban areas and they are a ghost population. And it almost works to their detriment because they are much harder to see, they are harder to reach, they are harder to assist.

Thirty percent of Iraqi children have not been attending school in Syria and Jordan (and where they were attending, the schools had few resources such as textbooks, chairs and stationery), four percent of all Iraqis were disabled and over 10 percent of Iraqi families are headed by women.
  This situation is likely to deteriorate further as the violence escalates in Iraq, refugee flight continues and the coping mechanisms for Iraqis and the communities that host them are depleted.  

Facing aggravated difficulties due to ambiguous legal status and unsustainable income, these Iraqi families have limited access to public hospitals and clinics.  Immunization coverage among children is low, at 65 percent for measles and 75 percent for polio/OPV3.  A recent survey indicates a high prevalence of diarrhea among under-five children (19 percent).  Some 1,500 families live in poverty, with 30 percent of children aged 6-11 years not enrolled in school and often working to supplement family income.
  Priority must be given to issues that assist women, youth, elderly, female-headed households and other groups with special needs that are predominantly marginalized.  

Iraqi refugees are selling the only thing they have left of any value: their bodies. In the clubs, the waiters act as dealmakers between clients and the Iraqi prostitutes.  This is the Arab world, where a woman's honor means everything. The fact that so many Iraqi women refugees are turning to prostitution is a mark of their desperation.  They need money because refugees aren't allowed to hold down legitimate jobs in Syria, Jordan and Lebanon.   They have no choice because they've lost their husbands or fathers in the war.  Many women are the only income providers to the family.

Since the 2003 Gulf War, the Syrian Arab Republic has been host to some 1,000,000 Iraqi refugees, half of whom are children.  Jordan has an equal amount of Iraqi refugees; Lebanon and Egypt are also hosts to Iraqi refugees.  Though not yet widespread, evidence suggests that very young refugee girls are involved in sex work, and that girls and women are being trafficked by organized networks or family members. Exposure to war and insecure situations have left many families and children traumatized.  There are a number of protection concerns regarding refugee children in the camps, including those who are separated from their families. These concerns include the adequacy of foster care and boarding house arrangements for unaccompanied children, different forms of abuse, the absence of family tracing, and gaps in birth registration. 

Recommendations:

· Provide protection and continued registration with UNHCR and status determinations for Iraqi refugees.  Registration especially for vulnerable individuals, women at-risk, heads of households, refugees with health problems and those in detention centers.
· Revise refugees’ permit requirements.   This will help the refugees to feel secure and not risk detention and deportation.  

· Remove policy restrictions targeted to Iraqi refugees, such as charges for healthcare that used to be free; only those renting houses in Syria can apply for residency permits, – not those with living family members and others.  

· Provide NGOs and civil society organizations, working in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon through international donors resources to provide social services and support to Iraqi refugees.

· Provide Iraqi refugees with the right to work in Syria and Jordan. Allowing the refugees to work gives them much needed relief and income that is self-sustaining.
· Address the children’s need for suitable education Thirty percent of Iraqi children have not been attending school in Syria (those who are  attending, school have few resources such as textbooks, chairs and stationery)   

· Address Urgent Health Needs of Iraqi refugees in Syria difficulties for families are due to ambiguous legal status and unsustainable income. These families have limited or no access to public hospitals and clinics.  Immunization coverage among children is low, at 65 percent for measles and 75 percent for polio/OPV3.  A recent survey indicates a high prevalence of diarrhea among under-five children (19 percent).  

· Address the Special Needs of Women and young girls.  Iraqi refugees are selling the only thing they have left of any value: their bodies. In the clubs, the waiters act as dealmakers between clients and the Iraqi prostitutes.   There is a need for increased vigilance, tougher laws and protection to women and girls.

· Children Separated from Families Exposure to war and insecure situations have left many families and children traumatized.  There are a number of protection concerns regarding refugee children in the camps, including those who are separated from their families. These concerns include the adequacy of foster care and boarding houses.  

· Resettlement as Durable Solutions for Iraqi Refugees, the international community and the lead European countries and the United States have a moral obligation towards Iraqi refugees especially those with family members in the US, Europe, Australia and Canada and women at-risk and heads of households.  While its understandable that it will be difficult to resettle all of the registered refugees, however, efforts need to be made to resettle significant numbers especially those vulnerable groups, women heads of households, refugees with health needs and refugees with family ties to Iraqis living in the US, Europe, Canada and Australia.

· Provide Support and Capacity building to local host country institutions. This methodology will provide support to host communities and reach more beneficiaries.  This will support local infrastructure in host countries coping with large numbers of Iraqi refugees.

· Advocate for the World Community to provide relief for the 2 million refugees and 1.8 million internally displaced Iraqis, especially the most vulnerable women and children.

· United States and other nations provide leadership to alleviate this crisis through worldwide humanitarian funding for shelter and care of those temporarily displaced both in and outside of Iraq.

· The Security Council with the support of the United States and other member nations provides international leadership to support bringing all parties together around a viable and acceptable peace plan for all Iraqi stakeholders to enter into an agreement for ending terrorism in Iraq and for establishing durable solutions to provide peaceful resolution of internal conflicts and the long term provision of stability and peace for all of the Iraqi people.
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