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IRAQI REFUGEE AID COUNCIL

                   I R A C


IDP situation in Southern Iraq
The Iraqi Refugee Aid Council (IRAC) offers relief and development assistance to Iraqi refugees since 1995. Its sister organization inside Iraq, the Iraqi Aid Council (also IRAC) offers assistance to impoverished Iraqis in Karbala and Basrah since April 2003. Although IRAC offers assistance to needy persons within its target group regardless of religion, gender and ethnicity, the present security situation in Iraq makes it impossible for IRAC to be active in Sunni regions.

The current security situation in Iraq led to large population displacements both within and outside Iraq. Families who receive death threats due to their religion are compelled to leave their places of residence and seek refuge either in regions of Iraq that are inhabited by their own religious community or outside the country. Families with sufficient financial resources prefer to leave the country and take refuge in neighboring countries while families with little or no resources flee to regions inhabited by their own religious community.
There are about one Million internally displaced persons in the region south of Baghdad. Officials from the Ministry of Displaced Persons and Migrants (MoDM) told IRAC that the IDP situation is not expected to be resolved in the foreseeable future.

The situation for IDPs is becoming more difficult every day. After witnessing the humanitarian disaster unfolding in front of its eyes, IRAC obtained funding for and implemented three relief projects aimed at IDPs in Karbala and Basrah, benefiting more than 2,000 families. Observations recorded by IRAC’s staff during needs assessment and implementation are summarized below:
1. Situation of IDPs in Karbala and Basrah

A Housing of IDPs
Families who were able to bring some funds are renting accommodation of very low quality. However, they are running out of funds and many of them will be evicted in the near future.

Poorer families constructed makeshift houses on empty government-owned lots. At least in Karbala, these lots are next to the city’s rubbish dump and are located at up to 3 km walking distance to the nearest road where transportation into town by shared taxies is available. 
 “Houses” are constructed of cement bricks and sometimes of wood, reed mats and plastic sheeting, the floor is cement or stamped dirt. The roof is either made of Zink sheets, reed mats or reed bushels or wood and plastic sheeting. Most roofs leak. Many rooms do not have window panes, and some do not have doors.

B. Water and Sanitation:

Sanitation is non-existent. Families dig a hole in the ground and construct a hovel over it in place of a toilet. Some of these “toilets” do not even have a roof. Bathing also takes place there.

Water is diverted without official permission from existing water pipes. A hole dug into the ground beneath the water tap serves as a “wash basin” for washing clothes and dishes. Although the tap water in Karbala and Basrah is not fit for consumption, all IDPs are forced to drink it.

C. Schooling and Education

Despite the fact that IDP children should be able to sign up in local schools, this proves impossible in many cases. Schools are too far away from the IDP’s place of residence and in many cases already severely overcrowded. Most IDP children cannot continue their education for various reasons.

D. Medical Treatment
There are no medical services available in the regions where the poorest IDPs live. Emergency cases are liable to die before they even reach a hospital.
E. Food & Basic Equipment
Despite assurances to the contrary, most families were unable to relocate their food ration coupons from their place of origin to their current place of residence. Introduction letters from the authorities at their place of origin are required, but are almost impossible to obtain due to the security situation. Food is fast becoming the main concern of IDP families.

Almost all families lack even the most basic equipment like floor matting, bedding and cooking utensils. 

F. Legal Difficulties

There are moves by the city authorities to evict IDP families quoting legal pretexts like illegal squatting and illegal diversion of water and electricity.

2. Recommendations:
A. Land allocation & Housing: 
· Local and central authorities should be encouraged to allocate sufficient space from public land in suitable locations to accommodate the rising number of displaced families. The authorities should be prevailed upon to allocate land in exchange for international donors and donor governments offering services.
· The whole IDP population should be concentrated in one or a few locations in each region so that security can be ensured and services can be offered easily.
· IDP families who were renting up to now and ran out of funds need to be offered free shelter to avoid problems with the host community.
· IDPs need temporary housing. Construction of temporary shelters offering protection from both cold and heat is of prime importance and needs to be completed before the onset of winter in November 2007. This is a mere seven months from now!
B. Water and sanitation: 
· The immediate provision of piped water and the construction of proper field toilets and communal showers is mandatory for all major concentrations of IDPs. Many IDPs have not taken a hot bath for months.
C. Schooling & Community Services: 
· Large tents or other temporary structures have to be provided to house schools for IDP children. As far as possible, such schools should be staffed by the IDPs themselves. They can at the same time serve as community centers.

D. Medical Services: 
· A primary health care clinic operating around the clock should be opened in each IDP “camp”. If the distance between the camp and the nearest point of access to transportation is more than 1 km the clinic should be equipped with an ambulance.

· Clinic staff should be pro-active and engage in preventive health care.
E. Relief Distributions:

International donors and local NGOs have to cooperate to provide all IDPs with the following items as fast as possible (all items are essential, they are listed in the order of importance):
· Immediate needs:

· Gas cylinders
· Household-size water tanks (water supply is interrupted frequently in Iraq)
· Fans
· Reed floor mats (“Haseer”)
· Basic kitchen equipment

· Regular distributions of basic food and hygienic items.

· Clothing according to season

· At the onset of winter:

· Plastic sheeting to make shelters waterproof and provide isolation

· Kerosene heaters

· Warm floor matting, warm bedding and blankets

In addition, international bodies should negotiate with the authorities to find feasible ways to relocate food ration coupons to the new places of residence of IDPs. 
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